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of the same hand-in-hand manner to myself. But this time he
pushed his interrogations further than before, and I discovered
that the minister did me the honour of supposing me of similar
origin with himself, namely, an Egyptian by country, and bom
of a Georgian or Circassian. Such a supposition had in Ri'ad
it very peculiar bearing, and influenced not a little the events
which followed.

Mahboob was inwardly convinced that we were in reality
more or less spies, sent by the Egyptian government, probably
with reference to the Kaseem war and the siege of 'Oneyzah,
This was no bad conjecture; the route we had traversed, the
books in our possession, the very fact of (comparatively)
superior medical knowledge, my own pronunciation, all tended
to justify this idea. Not that Mahboob said it in so many
words, but it was easy to perceive the drift of his thought, the
more so from his careless and desultory manner. Meanwhile
Mohammed, 'Abd-el-LateePs younger brother, had got up an
enormous lie of his having personally known me while in
Egypt, of all my past history and present intentions; a series
of fictions readily contradicted, but not to be with equal readi
ness effaced.

After this first meeting in Djowhar's K'hawah, Mahboob
opened to me his own, and there I often passed several hours
of the succeeding days. His library was the most copious that
I had yet seen in Arabia; it consisted of the works of many
well-known poets, among whom were Ebn-el-'Atiheeyah, Mo
tenebbi, Aboo-l-'Ola, besides the Divan of Hariri, the JJamasa,
and other works of classic Arab literature; along with these,
treatises on law and religion by Maiekee and Hanbelee au-
thors, commentaries on the Coran, books of travels, touching
whose authenticity least said were soonest mended; geogra-
. phical treatises, dividing the world into seven regions, of which
Arabia was of course the first and by far the greatest, and much
else of like manufacture. The most interesting work for me
was a manuscript history of the Wahhabee empire, preceded
by a general sketch of Arab anaals; the ante-Islamitic portion
closely resembled that given by Aboo-1-Feda, perhaps was
copied from him; the space intervening between the wars of
Khalid-ebn-el-Waleed and the rise of the Sa'ood dynasty, re-
lated to Nejed alone. Account books, muster rolls, official